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and | look forward to a successful and
Hoping all of you are enjoying the fun year for SWVADA in 2012!
beautiful fall days we have been
having. Those mornings of freezing
temps serve as a reminder though of _
days to come! As our SWVADA  Upcoming Events _
year draws to a close, | would like to~€bruary 18 SWVADA Social and
express my appreciation to all the Awards Banquet
members of the Board, the volunteefdarch 4 Educational Sunday
and the competitors who have made
our events this year interesting and SWVADA Year End Awards

successful. We are finding that somécores are due November 30 to the
things that have worked well in the Sarah Tweedie the SWVADA points

past are still popular. However, our chairperson. Scores from SWVADA

July show and our June Fix A Test and BREA sponsored shows are
were not so well attended. The Boar@utomatically received by the

of Directors will be taking a close ~ SWVADA points chairperson. For
look at participation and finances asany other shows, you will need to
we put together the 2012 calendar. k€ep a copy of your score sheets and
Clinics are in demand, so we hope t§ubmit to: Sarah Tweedie, Points
increase the number we offer. The Chairperson, 2223 Viewland Circle,
Board would REALLY appreciate ~ Christiansburg, VA 24073.

your input and any ideas or requests .

you might have. What would you likdlemberships Due NowAnnual

to see SWVADA offer in 20127 ~ membership fees are due by

Please contact me at November 30 as our calendar year
camlachfarm@aol.conor any Board funs December 1 to November 30. A

Member. We welcome your 2011 membership application is
suggestions. included on page 12

~Gary Goodale, President

A few updates: SWVADA Volunteer Opportunities

+ Dues are Due! Our calendar yeaWVADA currently has three
runs from December 1 to openings for board members to serve
November 30. the 2012 year. The board is an

+ Anew licensed dressage show essential part of the organization. If
will be added to the calendar of You are interested in learning more

the VA Horse Center. To be helddPout the organization and helping
on May 19, 20. You will be plan fun and educational SWVAD

hearing more about this later. ~€vents please contact President, Gary

« Our Annual Social and Awards Goodale.
Banquet will be held on February N _
12, 2012 at Ar £peyBosipd ehewsEdigoh t

Roanoke. A new venue for us angVVADA is searching for a new
one we think you will enjoy! eNEWS Salute editor. Please contact

Gary Goodale if you are interested in
this position.
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Save the Date!
SWVADA SOCIAL & AWARDS BANQUET

Sunday, February 12, 2012
Arzu Restaurant in Roanoke, VA
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SWVADA Member Spotlight

Get to Know... Susan Funk

| joined SWVADA about 5 years ago and have been an intermittent member. 1 first joined USDF in
about 1974 or 75. At that time | lived in Friendswood, Texas and our Friendswood English Riding Club
members decided that they wanted to learn Dressage and ultimately formed the Houston Dressage Spciety
of which | was a founding member. We put on shows, and had clinics, and even two yearly USDF
recognized shows. In 1982, | won the Bengt Ljungquist Award (high point award) on my 5 year old TB.
(Self trained mostly by trial and error and through reading and an occasional Dressage Clinic ). We were

showing Training and First | evel then, but dule to
now.

My first interest in Dressage was due to a speaker at my 4H club when | was in high school. | do ot
remember the trainero6s name, but he was a Den|ti st

Dental Floss for reins. It therefore looked like he had no reins. | thought this was magnificent! He told us
that Dressage was a method of basic training that would help any horse become better at his task, whether it
was English riding and jumping, western riding, trail riding, and Dressage showing as an Equestrian $port.
At the time, | was taking hunt seat lessons, and thought Dressage was only for fancy show horses.
As long as | can remember | have loved horses, but as a child | could not have one as they cost tqo
much and my Mom was widowed when | was 5 years old. In high school, our girls athletic association|had
a 6 week Horseback riding course that | took. Through that program and my HS Biology Teacher | was
introduced to a wonderful family of Dairy farmers that contacted me and offered to give me a 2 year old
AWhite Stalliond6 to keep until I went to collflege
as he had already bucked a cowboy off and broke his leg after he
tried to break him using fAb
them that | had never broken a horse and had no idea how tt
it. They said they would pay his board at a local stable near
and would have him gelded and delivered to the stable the n
day so | could Anurse him b
confidence. He actually wa
only 14 hands 1 inch. | took the offer and bought a book
ACommon Sense Horsemanshipbo
followed the book as it covered starting the young horse thro
training the horse in the i
The first time | rode him, | waited until there was about 2 |
of snow on the ground as | felt the landing would be softer if #F&@s S
bucked off (as | did often at first), and he could not run too fasims an6s current horsle as
2 feet of snow. | showed my gift horse as a pony hunter. When |
went to college he went back to his true owners who loaned him to another young rider that could not
afford a horse. She however could not get along with him and he ran away in a horse show class and|tried
to jump out over the hgate. He did not succeed and his photo was in the New York Times as he was
landing upside down on the gate with the rider flying through the air, witH aibyn e , AHor se |atte
jump wrong barriero. He now had the reputatijon o
have been sold to the killers most certainly. | was called by the farmers that owned him and he was offered
to me for good. | was a newlywed and had one more year of college and certainly could not keep a hprse in
our apartment. But somehow we managed to find a place for him. He lived with us until his death at 33
years of age. He lived in PA, TX, and finally Virginia where he is buried on our farm. He was a hunter |trail
horse, he could show Saddle Seat, and at age 20 he learned to pull carriages and he was ridden and |driven
in Parades and carried the bride to her wedding in a park, and the happy couple to the reception. Th|s was
my first horse and he had to learn to do everything | wanted him to do as he was my one and only horse.
Through him | learned to love many different styles of riding and to appreciate the diverse wonders of [our
iMagni ficent Horsesd and the true meoatindechogPgosf |t he




SWVADA Adult Camp 2011
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