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                                            Spring 2011 

  SWVADA News…  

   

Spring is a wonderful time to be a 

SWVADA Member! 

The sun is shining, trees blooming, 

and birds are singing.  Yes, 

SWVADA friends we have made it to 

spring, a very exciting time of year. If 

you are a rider, you may be delighted 

at the change to daylight savings time 

that is allowing you more time to 

work with your equine partner.  

Springtime, however,  is not just for 

riders. The warmer months offer great 

opportunities to attend educational 

events to expand your knowledge, 

make new friends and connections at 

top notch clinics, and support your 

SWVDA family by volunteering at a 

local events.  Spring brings forth an 

abundance of new life. Maybe in the 

form of a new foal, flower beds 

bursting with color, or even the green 

grass our horses are gobbling up with 

glee.  With all of this new life around 

us, may we be inspired to seek new 

knowledge and experiences to 

enhance our own lives this upcoming 

year.  
 

SWVADA Social and Awards 

Banquet 

The SWVADA social and awards 

banquet was held February 20, 2011 

at the Sheraton Hotel in Roanoke.  

The event included not only a 

delicious meal, but also an auction 

filled with so many goodies not many 

left the event empty handed.  The 

auction raised an amazing $1370 total 

in support of for Greenhill Park 

Equestrian Center.  Thank you to all 

members that brought a donation for 

the auction.  An education themed 

basket was also auctioned off and the 

proceeds will be donated to a local 

horse charity.  At the March board 

meeting, the board voted to donate 

the $180 sale price of the basket to 

Brookhill Farm, a non-profit 

organization dedicated to the rescue 

and rehabilitation of unwanted and/or 

abused horses that also works with at 

risk youth.  You may learn more 

about Brookhill Farm by visiting their 

website at www.brookhillfarm.org.  

Congratulations to all of the 

recipients of the SWVADA year end 

awards that were also recognized at 

the banquet!  For photos see page 5.  

 

Educational Sunday 

SWVADA’s premier educational 

event, Educational Sunday was held 

March 21, 2011 at Virginia Tech’s 

indoor arena in Blacksburg, VA.  This 

event involved 125 participants, 15 

presenters, and 31 volunteers.  The 

Tack sale held at the event generated 

$157.60 for SWVADA. A big thank 

you to Meredith McGrath for her 

efforts in planning this event! Make 

sure to check out  Meredith’s full 

report listed on page 2.  

 

Upcoming Events 
May 28—Schooling Show 

June 18—Fix-a-test 

July 9—Schooling Show 

August 13—Clinic 

October 1—Schooling Show  

October 7-9—Adult Camp, opening 

for registrations is June 1. 
 

Volunteers Needed!   

All SWVADA events are 100% run 

by volunteers.  It takes many 

volunteers to operate just one event. 

Examples of duties include:  ring set-

up (usually the day before), show 

manager, secretary, scribe, ring 

steward, scorer, and test runner.  As 

you mark event dates on your 

calendar, please consider a volunteer 

position you would commit to.  
 

mailto:camlachfarm@aol.com
mailto:galliadlaura7@gmail.com
mailto:btlbeam@cox.net
mailto:cobbsmtnfarm@verizon.net
mailto:emilyg1@vt.edu
mailto:liz7781@hotmail.com
mailto:kcgraman@aol.com
mailto:fourstarfarm@aol.com
mailto:saxonvale@kimbanet.com
mailto:accof2@swva.net
mailto:beck56@cox.net
mailto:tsmitholiver@hughes.net
mailto:PPHtovero@aol.com
mailto:cssours@aol.com
mailto:jwestenhoefer@verizon.net
mailto:liz7781@hotmail.com
http://www.brookhillfarm.org/


 

2 

SWVADA Educational Sunday Reaches Many 
By Meredith McGrath 

The Southwest Virginia Dressage Association held their 16th Annual Educational Sunday, March 20, 2011 

at the Virginia Tech Alphin-Stuart Livestock Arena in Blacksburg, Virginia. Each year SWVADA hosts 

this event which is free and the programs are designed to appeal to a diverse population of equine 

enthusiasts. This event has always been well attended and eagerly anticipated by the equine community.  

This year had a large turnout with over 160 participants, including 10 presenters and an army of 31 

SWVADA volunteers to keep things running smoothly. 

 

This year, Dr. Katherine Wilson, Clinical Instructor of Large Animal Medicine for the VA-MD Regional 

College of Veterinary Medicine, started the day with a talk on Equine Tick Borne Diseases.  Southwest 

Virginia has seen an alarming increase in cases of Anaplasmosis which is carried by ticks.  Dr. Wilson also 

discussed Piroplasmosis, another tick borne disease 

that occasionally enters the U.S. from horses 

illegally crossing from Mexico.  Lyme disease and 

its lack of clinical signs in horses was also 

discussed. 

 

The Importance of the Natural Balanced Hoof was 

the next topic as presented by David Quackenbush, 

Virginia’s only certified Natural Balanced Barefoot 

Trimmer and Farrier.  Mr. Quackenbush educated 

the audience on the importance of balancing the 

coffin bone within the hoof capsule to decrease 

stress on the ligaments, tendons and other structures 

that make up the hoof joints.  He demonstrated hoof 

mapping and the Natural Balanced Barefoot Trim on 

two horses. 

 

Classically trained dressage instructor, Patrizia Brooks of The Dressage Center of High Meadows, 

demonstrated the Art of Long Lining.  This training method can be used to start green horses even before 

they are under saddle and in more experienced horses to prepare them for advanced movements.  Ms. 

Brooks also gave a mounted demonstration on Developing Throughness and Improved Connection.   

 

Attorney and equine enthusiast, Jen Wolz, of Wolz 

Law, PLC, helped horse owners understand some of 

the laws that pertain particularly to equine businesses.  

Managers of show and boarding barns as well as 

individual horse owners received information to help 

determine if they are in compliance. 

 

The United States Dressage Federation made major 

changes to the 2011 dressage tests.  A round table 

discussion on this topic, encouraging audience 

participation, was presented by a panel of dressage 

judges, instructors and competitors.  Chair of the panel 

was Harriet Peterson, USEF “r” judge, USDF 4th level 

certified instructor and USDF competition silver 

medalist.  Other panel members were: Beckie Mitchell, 

graduate of the USDF “L” judging program and USDF bronze medalist, Tracey Smith-Oliver, graduate of 

the USDF “L” judging program and USDF 2nd level certified instructor and Lynn Jendrowksi,  a dressage 

competitor who has earned her USDF gold medal and gold freestyle bar and is an ARIA certified 

instructor. 

Patrizia Brooks of the Dressage Center at High  

Meadows, demonstrates the Art of Long Lining.  

David Quackenbush demonstrates the importance of 

having a balanced hoof . 
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Ending the day was a fun and informative 

demonstration on training and showing reining horses 

by Mike Jennings, also of Professional Auction 

Services.  Mike has been an AQHA and National 

Reining Horse Judge for many years.   Mike gave the 

audience a talk on the history of reining horses, 

information on some of their equipment and special 

shoes for those sliding stops. He demonstrated some 

of the early training exercises used for reining horses.  

He then rode a common competition reining pattern 

on his horse “Scoobie” with commentary on how this 

performance would be scored. 

 

All day a busy used tack sale was in progress.  

Participants dropped off their equipment and while 

they were attending the presentations, SWVADA volunteers collected money for their sold items.  Free 

equine door prizes were given to participants through the day. 

 

The Southwest Dressage Association would like to thank all its presenters for donating their time and 

expertise and the Virginia Tech Department of Animal & Poultry Sciences for the use of the fabulous 

Alphin-Stuart Livestock Arena and facilities. 

Mike Jennings performs a common competition  reining 

pattern on his horse “Scoobie.”  

SWVADA Spring Schooling Show  
 

May 28, 2011 
Greenhill Equestrian Center  

Salem, VA  
 

Manager: Cindy Sours      Secretary: Beckie Mitchell 

405 Redfield Lane       5588 Crescent Blvd. 

Callaway, VA 24067       Roanoke, VA 24018 

540-489-5095        540-989-8709 

cssours@aol.com       beck56@cox.net 

Judge: Judy Westenhoefer, R       
 

Levels:  

USDF Intro A   Second Level Test 1 

USDF Intro B   Second Level Test 2 

USDF Intro C   Second Level Test 3 

Junior TOC#*   Third Level and Above TOC# 

Training Test 1   Musical Freestyle TOC# 

Training Test 2   Dressage Equitation 

Training Test 3   Dressage Suitability 

First Level Test 1  Leadline 

(VHC Benefit) CT  TOC# 

First Level Test 2 
First Level Test 3 

 

Donõt delay your registration, closing date is May 18! 

For forms and information related to other 

SWVADA opportunities throughout the 

year, check out the SWVADA Omnibus. 

The Omnibus is located on the SWVADA 

website under “Forms and Resources” or 

may be accessed at the link below.  

 

http://www.swvada.org/2011_omnibus.pdf  

http://www.swvada.org/2011_omnibus.pdf
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   SWVADA DVD Video Library Review  
    Submitted by Laura Nelson  

SWVADA Winter Photo Contest 

 

I think all members will agree this photo 

is a winner! Congratulations to Blanche 

Mahoney winner of the SWVADA 

Winter Photo Contest for capturing this 

beautiful winter scene on her farm in 

Boones Mill, VA.   

 Another winter has ended. Those of us without the benefit of an indoor arena find ourselves 

struggling to maintain even a little of our rider fitness with which we ended the season. In the past, I 

have turned to my treadmill, pitching hay and my daily struggle to fill water buckets and trudging 

through the snow pushing a loaded wheelbarrow and deluded myself that I was “working out”. No mat-

ter what sort of exercise I have tried, that first day back in the saddle left me with no doubt that there is 

no substitute for riding to maintain fitness for riding; at least until this winter. 

 This winter I borrowed from the SWVADA library the new 

workout series from Debbie Rodriguez, “Success In The Saddle”. 

This is a 6 workout DVD series made by a rider for the rider. After 

the first 20-minute work out, I thought, “this was too easy”. The 

next morning I realized how wrong I was.  I felt as if I had been on 

a 4-hour trail ride! I hurt in all the right places. Each of the 3 DVD’s 

contains 2 20-minute sessions. They all have a warm up and then 

focus on a different part of the riders’ core. Days one and five I 

found to be the most strenuous. Rubber legs are definitely in the 

aftermath of day 5. Day 4 is totally focused on the abdominals. The 

sixth session is meant to be a lower key hip and thigh workout for 

before or after a show or lesson. Even this is a great workout! 

 These are short 20-minute sessions that require no equipment. 

A floor matt and hand weights are helpful, but not essential. I like that the 6 workouts are different so 

you will not get bored. The 3 women leading the exercises are ordinary riders. There is one young 

woman who is quite flexible and uses weights. There is another older woman who does a “modified” 

version. The sessions are led by Debbie Rodriguez who designed the workouts. Most of the exercises 

can be done by the average person, with a few exceptions. 

 The only flaw I found in these DVD’s is the camera angle does not vary much and it would be 

nice to have a different perspective on some of the exercises to check that you are doing them correctly. 

 I kept SWVADA’s DVD’s for 2 months and then bought my own when I had to pass them along to the 

next person. Since they are short sessions, I feel that I will continue to enjoy these workouts even into 

the warmer weather when I can actually get in some good riding time.  I cannot yet say for certain that 

“Success In The Saddle” has helped me as a rider, but I have thus far been able to stay centered when 

my young horse has done the “drop and scoot” spook at the blowing leaves or the scary cat that jumps 

out of the bushes! 

Have a great photo you would like to see 

featured in the newsletter? Please send 

photos to Elizabeth Narehood at 

liz7781@hotmail.com.  



 

5 

SWVADA Social and Awards Banquet  
February 20, 2011  

All photos provided by Alice Alley 
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Safety is first when it comes to good instruction.  Always do a 

safety check of your own or a student’s equipment before a 

lesson. 

Develop your eye—watch as many horses and riders as you can 

and work to develop your own eye for strengths and weakness so 

you can maximize your training and instructing.   

Know the training scale! This is of huge importance and you 

should not label yourself as a “dressage instructor” without a 

strong understanding of the training scale. Work on ways to also 

teach your students about the scale and its role in their horse and 

their own development.  

Auditing the USDF Instructor Certification Workshops 
Editorial By Elizabeth Narehood 

 
 You know those sporadic emails you get as a USDF member providing you with the most recent 

information pertaining to your region?  While perusing one of those very emails, I found an opportunity I 

couldn’t pass up.  Averett University was going to offer a USDF instructor certification mega workshop 

series in March.  This “Mega” workshop would include all of the workshops needed for instructor 

certification and the pre-certification exam.  Four days of intense learning about my favorite topic 

dressage… what did I have to lose?  Well I found out there is one thing I could lose… money.  After 

contacting the coordinator of the event, I was provided a solution that allows me the opportunity to attend 

and learn, but also didn’t hit my wallet quite so hard….auditing.  The workshop hosts were gracious enough 

to charge $25 a day or $50 total to audit the whole series.  On that note, I decided I was in and I think my 

husband gave a sigh that he had adverted another “horse related expense.”  

 The workshops were very informative each day began with a lecture about the day’s topic. 

Participants were provided a demonstration and then each participant was allowed the opportunity to 

practice under the guidance of the examiner.  The lead instructor for the workshop series was Sarah Geikie 

and she was assisted by Bailey Cook on the first day of loungeing. The three workshops include loungeing 

the horse and rider, riding, and teaching.  Not only did I feel I learned a great deal from the lecture, but I 

also learned a lot from watching the participants of the workshops.  Many of us make the same mistakes 

and have some of the same questions, so just watching others find solutions was very helpful to me. I listed 

below some of the highlights and overarching themes I found from the workshops.  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Balance positives and negatives.  Work with your student’s and horse’s strengths and use those to your 

advantage in improving weaknesses.  

Be the instructor you want to take lessons from. Positive, but also push your student to reach new goals 

and challenges.  Overcoming challenges and new things is what keeps us coming back for more 

lessons, however, you don’t want to over face a student with something that causes too much fear.  

 

 So you may have the same question as I did about the USDF instructor certification process.  How 

exactly does it work?  To become a certified instructor, there are several qualifications.  You are required to 

attend these three workshops and the pre-certification.  For the first level of certification you will need to 

have the following: “Minimum four (4) years teaching and training experience, three (3) written 

recommendations.. Five (5) Competition Scores of 60% or higher from a USEF/ USDF recognized 

competition, Two (2) scores from candidate at Second Level Test Four or higher, One (1) score from 

candidate at from any Second Level test, and Two (2) scores from candidate's students from any Second 

Level test. CANDIDATE MUST PASS ALL SECTIONS OF TEST WITH A SCORE OF 70% OR HIGHER 

TO ACHIEVE CERTIFICATION AT THIS LEVEL” (USDF website Instructor Certification Levels).  The 

workshops do not have to be done at any particular order. Many of the participants weren’t planning on 

becoming certified in the near future, but were using the experience to learn what to expect and how to 

prepare should they wish to be certified one day.   

 My take home message from the experience is if a clinic/workshop is held in your area consider 

attending.  If you can’t be an active participant, then audit.   We are all students of this sport no matter what 

our level and can always learn something! 
 

http://www.usdf.org/education/instructor-certification/levels.asp
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Need some help with the 2011 Dressage Tests? 
SWVADA is here to help! 

  

Summer SWVADA Fix-A-Test  
June 18, 2011  

 
 

Pre-registration required!  
 

SWVADA members will be given first consideration for entry.  
 
Cost: $40 SWVADA members $45 non-members  
Opening: May 20th  
Closing: June 10th  
 
Judge: Tracey Smith-Oliver, L  
 
Manager/Secretary:  
Nan Palmer  
1428 Gosling Drive    
Bedford, VA 24523  
540-297-5337  
Palmer16@verizon.net 

“If training has not made a horse more beautiful, nobler in carriage, more 

attentive in his behavior, revealing pleasure in his own accomplishment...then he 

has not truly been schooled in dressage."  

~ Col. Handler  

  Attention all Facebook  
fanatics! 

 
SWVADA is now on face book!  Make sure to click “like” to 

keep up-to-date with the lasted news and upcoming opportunities 

with your favorite local dressage association.  

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Southwest-Virginia-Dressage-Association/205089446186361
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Educational Opportunitiesé   

For a complete listing of educational dressage videos and DVD’s see our website at  www.swvada.org   

Contact the video librarian, Katherine Gramam to arrange checkout at KCGraman@aol.com    And please 

remember to send your Southern States feed proof of purchase labels to Cindy Sours. These labels are 

SWVADA’s source of funding for the video library.  
 

  For more Educational Opportunities log on to www.swvada.org  and click on the calendar 

Just for funé 
 

 

 

 

This is the same 

SWVADA Board  

Member in both  

photos… 

 

Who is it? 

April 17th SWVADA Schooling Show 

A big thank you to all of the volunteers who did such a wonderful job making the day run smoothly 

with the last minute weather related changes.  SWVADA volunteers truly are the best!  

C:/Users/owner/Documents/swvadanewletter.pub
mailto:kcgraman@aol.com
http://www.swvada.org/
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 Horse/ Dressage Organizations .    

www.swvada.org 

www.virginiadressage.org 

www.usdf.org 

www.usef.org 

www.ponyclub.org 

www.blueridgeeventingassociation.org 

www.virginiahorsecouncil.org 

Sites for Fun and Learning      

www.dressageunlimited.com 

www.dressagedaily.com 

www.dressageresource.com 

www.dressageblog.com 

www.sustainabledressage.com 

www.dressagecritique.com 

www.bedfordequine.org 

 links  

 

   Your horse          

   could be here 

Classified Ads 
 

Cobbs Mountain Farm:  now has 2 openings for pasture and/

or full board. Personalized care at reasonable rates.  Check out 

our newly revised website for more information  

 www.cobbsmountainfarm.com 

 

TB/Arabian Gelding:  Carbon is a 4yr old gray with a great 

attitude and is a real people horse. This athletic youngster is 

green broke to walk, trot and canter. He has no vices and 

loads, clips, bathes and stands for the vet and farrier. Asking 

$2500. (Saddle also available—see ad below)  Contact Pat 

Nelson at 434-283-1055 or  

americanlegacy96@aol.com  

 

Centaur Dressage Saddle  17.5”, very good condition, re-

cently re-flocked to fit Carbon (see above ad).  $1000. 

Contact Pat Nelson at 434-283-1055 or 

 americanlegacy96@aol.com  

 

TB Gelding: 8 yr. old, gray, 15.2 h, never raced. Woodrow is 

a great guy, real puppy-dog personality. Great on trails both 

alone and in a group. Hauls, clips, ties, stands for farrier. 

Would be great as a trail horse or lower level dressage horse, 

but no jumping. Would also work as a great companion horse, 

gets along with everybody both horse and human. Hate to 

pass him on, but he’s  not up to work over fences. $600, nego-

tiable to a good home. Contact Sarah at engi-

neer_eventer@yahoo.com  

 

Stall for Lease:  12 x 12, turn out, hot/cold water, tack up. 

Long or short term. Private setting, Full dressage arena, also a 

large ring. Great trail riding. $350 per month. Located in Roa-

noke County. Call 540-929-4024 or leave message and we 

will contact you ASAP. 

 

Gideon Gelding 

12-year old Gideon gelding.  Bayliss is a handsome 

Trakehner/Thoroughbred cross with a  easy going tempera-

ment.  He has wonderful gaits along with a peaceful attitude.  

He enjoys an abundance of attention and is easy to handle for 

the vet & farrier, loads, clips.  Loves to work and is great on 

trail rides too!  Deserves more attention than owner can pres-

ently give.  Please call 540-890-8364 

 

Ariat Medalist Dressage Boots 

Size 8, Regular Calf, Medium Height.  Never worn!  Please 

call 540-890-8364 

 

 Wintec Isabell Dressage Saddle 

Size 17 ½, excellent condition.  Irons and leathers included.  

Please call 540-890-8364  

 

 Oldenburg Mare Looking for a very special home for a very 

special horse. Dark bay, 15 yrs, 16.3 hh. Has shown thru PSG. 

High score or winner just about every time out. A truly drop 

dead gorgeous mare, with 3 superb gaits.  

 

Soft, sensitive, light ride. Suitable for a woman or young 

rider. She must have a home where she will be treated as the 

Queen she thinks she is, and where she can have turn out with 

other horses. I bought her originally as a brood mare, and yes 

it breaks my heart that she cannot conceive, but there it is, she 

is sound and we have her back under 

saddle and are looking for a home for her as a schoolmaster. 

She is for sale, serious enquiries only. 

Email Melyni@foxdenequine.com or call 540-294-3003 

 

Cedar Creek Stables also has two lovely young warmblood 

fillies for sale. One by Romantic Star and one by Libero Star. 

 

Selection of Knabstruppers  from foals to under saddle, with 

and without spots. 

Http://www.cedarcreekstables.us 

http://www.knabstruppers4usa.com 

Read my blog  http://www.knabstruppers4usa.com/news/ 
 

 

 

  

http://www.swvada.org
http://www.virginiadressage.org
http://www.usdf.org
http://www.usef.org
http://www.ponyclub.org
http://www.blueridgeeventingassociation.org
http://www.virginiahorsecouncil.org
http://www.virginiahorse.com
http://www.dressageunlimited.com
http://www.dressagedaily.com
http://www.dressageresource.com
http://www.dressageblog.com
http://www.sustainabledressage.com
http://www.dressagecritique.com
http://www.bedfordequine.org
http://www.bedfordequine.org
http://www.cobbsmountainfarm.com/
mailto:americanlegacy96@aol.com
mailto:americanlegacy96@aol.com
mailto:engineer_eventer@yahoo.com
mailto:engineer_eventer@yahoo.com
mailto:Melyni@foxdenequine.com
http://www.cedarcreekstables.us
http://www.knabstruppers4usa.com
http://www.knabstruppers4usa.com/news/
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For all Fix-a-Test entries, SWVADA members 

are given first consideration for entry.  
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2011 SWVADA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

 

 

DATE: _________________________              NEW __________         RENEWAL __________ 

 

NAME ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

ADDRESS _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

CITY_______________________________      STATE ________         ZIP CODE ___________ 

 

HOME PHONE  (        ) __________________     WORK PHONE (       ) ___________________ 

 

E-MAIL ADDRESS _____________________________________________________________ 

 

USDF NO.: ______________________________         (from your USDF Card)          Renewing  

members must include this information on your application.  New members will be assigned a  

number by USDF. USDF will mail your membership card. 

 

IS SWVADA YOUR PRIMARY CHAPTER? YES ______    NO ______  IF NO, PLEASE NAME  

THE PRIMARY CHAPTER TO WHICH YOU BELONG:  _______________________ 

 

MEMBERSHIP TYPE: 

 

     INDIVIDUAL (SENIOR)                                                        $50 _____________ 

     JR/YR (BIRTH DATE ____________ )                                  $33 _____________ 

     FAMILY:    FIRST MEMBER (Above)                                  $50 _____________ 

                         EA ADD’L MEMBER                                         $33 _____________ 

                         NAME _________________ 

                    USDF # ____________ 

     FRIENDS OF SWVADA (a non competing membership)      $20_____________ 

 

       

 

 

Members will receive the SWVADA SALUTE e-news via email bi-monthly and can also stay up to date by 

logging on to our website www.swvada.org. 

 

 

Please make checks payable to SWVADA and mail with your application form to: 
            

                      SWVADA Membership Chairperson                                Office Use Only: 

                      Nan Palmer                                                                            09 List ________ 

                      1428 Gosling Drive                                                             Label   ________ 

                      Bedford, VA 24523                                                            Omnibus ______ 

 

 

Membership is in the Southwest Chapter of the Virginia Dressage Association (VADA).  

 Membership year is December 1 to November 30 and includes a Group Membership in 

the United States Dressage Federation (USDF). 

 
 

PROFESSIONAL______________       AMATEUR________________ 

http://www.swvada.com/
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2011 Membership Application 
Green Hill Park Equestrian Center 

 

 

PLEASE PRINT ALL INFORMATION 

 

_________    Individual one year membership  $40.00   

 

_________    Family annual one year membership $80.00 

 

 

Please list ALL family members who will be using the Park and their ages on the second page. 

 Membership will not be processed without complete information. 

In addition, application must be completed and processed prior to using Equestrian Center.   

 
Name of Individual or Head of Household Using Park 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City/State/Zip   ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Home Phone Number_________________________ Emergency Number___________________________ 

 

E-mail Address___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

EQUINE ACTIVITY LIABILITY RELEASE, WAIVER OF 

RIGHT TO SUE AND ASSUMPTION OF ALL RISKS 
 

This Equine Activity Liability Release, Waiver of Right to Sue and Assumption of all Risks Agreement ("this Agreement") is hereby given 
by the undersigned to the "Roanoke County Board of Supervisors, Roanoke County Department of Parks and Recreation, and Green Hill 
Park Equestrian Center Advisory Committee," each an equine activity sponsor and/or an equine activity professional (the "sponsor/
professional") and to the sponsor/professional as agent for and for the benefit of each owner of land upon which an equine activity to 
which the Agreement relates is conducted ("owner") and each partner, officer, agent, employee, director, shareholder, member heir, per-
sonal representative, successor and assign of the sponsor/professional and of each owner (who shall be included within the words 
"sponsor/professional" or "owner" as their relationships may determine) provides as follows: 
 
In consideration for the opportunities provided by the sponsor/professional and each owner to the undersigned "participant" (including any 
minor participants for whom he signs this Agreement) for the enjoyment of equine activities as a participant, the undersigned 
"participant" (including any minor participant for whom he signs this Agreement) hereby agrees as follows: 
 
1. This Agreement is given under the Virginia Equine Activity Liability Act (Code of Virginia 3.1-796.130 et seq.) as it may now provide 

or be hereafter amended (the "Act"). All terms defined by the Act shall have the same meaning herein, and the Act is hereby incorpo-
rated in this Agreement by reference. This Agreement shall be so construed as to provide to the sponsor/professional the fullest pro-
tection of a release, waiver of right to sue and assumption of all risks which is afforded to the sponsor/professional by the Act. 

2. All pronouns shall be construed to include the masculine, feminine or neuter as well as the plural or singular, as may be appropriate 
to facilitate the construction of this Agreement in the light of the facts presented. 

3. The participant hereby acknowledges that he has full and complete notice and understanding of the Act and of all the risks inherent 
in equine activities which may cause, contribute to or result in the death or personal injury of the participant or damage to the partici-
pant's property (the "Risks"), including, but not limited to: (i) the propensity of an equine to behave in dangerous ways or to trip and/or 
fall; (ii)  

                         (PLEASE SEE SECOND PAGE TO COMPLETE APPLICATION AND WAIVER) 

the ability of anyone whomsoever to predict or foresee an equine's reaction to excitement, weather conditions, sound, movements, 
objects, persons, animals, reptiles, birds or insects, and the effects of such reactions; (iii) the hazards of surface or subsurface  
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conditions, including but not limited to objects or conditions on, under or protruding from the surface, both latent and 
patent; (iv) the hazards which rocks, cliffs, hills, fences, trees, stumps, logs, bridges, ditches and other debris and obsta-
cles, and any equine activity in connection therewith, may foreseeable or unforeseeably present; (v) the dangers and 
risks of tack or harness slipping or breaking for  

whatever reason; (vi) the dangers and risks of becoming entangled in tack, harness, or vehicles used in an equine activ-
ity, (vii) the risks of falling from or otherwise becoming unstable on an equine or a vehicle used in an equine activity for 
any reason whatsoever or for no identifiable reason and (viii) any negligent act or omission by the sponsor/professional 
or any owner which causes or results in the death or personal injury of the participant or damage to the participant's 
property. 

4.  The participant hereby RELEASES and WAIVES all rights which he may have or hereafter have against the sponsor/
professional and each owner for death, personal injury or property damage which is in any way associated with the 
Risks; he does hereby WAIVE his right to sue or to bring any action against the sponsor/professional or any owner in 
connection therewith; he agrees to INDEMNIFY and DEFEND the sponsor/professional and each owner from and to 
HOLD the sponsor/professional and each owner HARMLESS against any such suit or action, and he hereby expressly 
ASSUMES ALL RISKS AND DANGERS of death, personal injury and property damage which are in any way associated 
with the Risks enumerated in paragraph 3, above. 

5. The participant hereby authorizes and consents to any emergency medical care which may at the time appear reasonably 

appropriate under the circumstances as a result of injury or sickness caused by or incurred in the course of an equine activity. 

6. The Agreement shall remain valid and in full force and effect from and after the date opposite the signature of the partici-
pant until expressly revoked by the participant in a written notice personally delivered to the sponsor/professional. 

7. To the extent possible, this Agreement shall be construed in such manner as will render it, and each provision of it, fully 
enforceable; but if any provision of this Agreement shall be unenforceable, such provision (or so much thereof as is un-
enforceable) shall be deleted and the remainder of this Agreement shall continue in full force and effect. 

8. If this Agreement is executed by the undersigned participant for and on behalf of a minor participant named below, the 
undersigned participant hereby warrants and represents that he is in fact the legal parent or guardian of such minor, with 
full rights of custody and control; that this Agreement is given on behalf of and is intended to be binding upon said minor 
participant, his heirs, personal representatives, successors and assigns; and the undersigned participant further agrees 
that this Agreement shall also be as fully binding on the undersigned participant as if it were entered into solely on his 
own behalf. 

9. This Agreement shall be binding upon the heirs, personal representatives, successors and assigns of the participants. 

10. I HAVE FULLY READ AND FULLY UNDERSTAND THE FOREGOING EQUINE LIABILITY RELEASE WAIVER OF RIGHT 
TO SUE AND ASSUMPTION OF ALL RISKS. I HAVE CONSULTED AND RELIED UPON MY OWN ADVISORS ON ALL 
QUESTIONS IN CONNECTION THEREWITH, AND I HAVE NOT RELIED UPON THE SPONSOR/PROFESSIONAL OR ANY 

OWNER FOR ANY ADVICE OR EXPLANATION IN CONNECTION THEREWITH. 

The Equestrian Committee requests that all persons over the age of 18 years old please sign below to complete 

the application and waiver: 

 

___________________________________ 

DATE 

 

___________________________________ 

PARTICIPANT 

 

___________________________________ 

SIGNATURE 

 

___________________________________ 

PARTICIPANT 

 

___________________________________ 

SIGNATURE    
 

PLEASE SUBMIT APPLICATION AND PAYMENT TO:   
Roanoke County Parks, Recreation and Tourism 1206 Kessler Mill Road Salem, VA  24153 

or by fax at 540-387-6146.   For questions, please call 540-387-6078 ext. 478 or via email at 

dreid@roanokecountyva.gov 


