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  SWVADA Newsé  

  
 

August Clinic  Fix-a-Test with Eve-

lyn Susol was held at GHPEC on the 

14th.   In spite of the unsettled 

weather this event proved to be quite 

a success due, in part, to the awe in-

spiring performance of Marcia 

Springston Dillon, a sight challenged 

rider who utilized ñLiving Lettersò to 

navigate her test and score and a very 

impressive 65.652%. (See photos of 

Marciaôs ride on page 4.) "Living Let-

ters" are used to orient blind riders to 

their whereabouts in the dressage 

arena. This involves eight people 

standing at the perimeter letters and 

being directed by ñMr. Xò in the cen-

ter of the arena to sound off when the 

rider is headed their way. There 16 

riders participating which allowed 

SWVADA  to turn a small profit on 

the event. Thanks are due to Blanche 

Mahoney, who managed the event,  

and those who helped make it possi-

ble including Tracey Smith-Oliver, 

Mary Mc Fee, Linda Oberlender, Sue 

Halterman,  Gary Goodale, Kris 

Slowikowski, Gail Stanley and Bob 

Whitehurst. 

 

Adult Camp preparations are  com-

ing together as planned.  It will be 

held at Stone Bridge Farm in Natural 

Bridge on October 8-10.  Liz Stacie 

and Judy Westenhoefer will be the 

clinicians.  On Friday Ruth Mitchell 

will explain myofacial release and 

how it can benefit both you and your 

horse.  She will then be available to 

work on horses and their riders.    

Ann Mary Bettenson of County Sad-

dlery  will also be  available for sad-

dle fit evaluations and re-flocking.  

Emily has volunteered to coordinate 

the gift swap ensuring the preserva-

tion of this favored camp tradition on 

Saturday evening. There are still 

openings for riders, but with 16 peo-

ple already signed up space is filling 

quickly.   Contact Marie if you have 

questions or would like to sign up.  

 

Board Vacancy Sadly, Mary McFee 

has resigned from the board. Mary 

was a gracious and active board mem-

ber  who will be sorely missed. Mary 

expressed regret at having to retire 

her position before the end of year 

and thanked SWVADA members for 

the opportunity to ñwork on mutual 

goals within our sport.ò  Carlee Howe 

has volunteered to fill her position for 

the remainder of the year.  

 

October Schooling Show is in need 

of volunteers to help run the run 

show. The show is scheduled for 

October 2 and the closing date is Sep-

tember 22. Please contact Blanche if 

you would like to volunteer.  

 

Nominate Yourself Board nomina-

tions for 2011 are now being ac-

cepted.  SWVADA is your organiza-

tion, serving your interest. Now  is 

time to have your interests heard.  If 

you would like to serve on the Board 

(or know someone who would)  

please send  a short bio to Marie by 

October 25 at 

cobbsmtnfarm@verizon.net  

         If your horse doesnõt at least mention a contrary viewpoint,  
           you might not be raising the most meaningful questions.  
                                                         

                                                         from Dressage Unscrambled by Bill Woods 

  

mailto:camlachfarm@aol.com
mailto:galliadlaura7@gmail.com
mailto:btlbeam@cox.net
mailto:cobbsmtnfarm@verizon.net
mailto:jbrown1428@yahoo.com
mailto:emilyg1@vt.edu
mailto:kcgraman@aol.com
mailto:fourstarfarm@aol.com
mailto:beck56@cox.net
mailto:americanlegacy96@aol.com
mailto:tsmitholiver@hughes.net
mailto:PPHtovero@aol.com
mailto:saxonvale@kimbanet.com
mailto:cssours@aol.com
mailto:cobbsmtnfarm@verizon.net
mailto:bltbeam@cox.net
mailto:cobbsmtnfarm@verizon.net
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VADA Newsé    
 

Tracey participated in a VADA teleconference on July 8th 

and relayed the following information: 

 

VADA has a combined balance of $106,699.06.  The 

finance committee is currently studying   how best to 

invest the funds. 

 

VADA currently has 833 members which is down 

from last year.  It seems that every chapter has ex-

perienced a decrease in membership, probably due to 

the poor economy. 

 

Lilo Fore is being sought to teach the 2011 clinic. 

 

There was a discussion regarding the new opportu-

nity classes and whether VADA and its chapters 

should allow scores earned in such classes to be eli-

gible for year-end awards.  The representatives 

 

from each chapter were asked to gather information 

from their respective organizations and be prepared 

to report back and vote on this issue on the fall.  

VADA reminded everyone of the increase in USDF 

membership dues and horse registration fees for the 

2011 membership year, which begins December 1, 

2010.  The new fees are:  1-year Participating Mem-

bership (PM) - $75, Youth PM - $60, 5-Year PM - 

$300, Life PM - $1500, Business Membership - 

$200, Group Member Organization (GMO) Mem-

bership - $20, GMO Supporting Family Membership 

- $10, Horse Identification Number (HID) - $25, and 

Lifetime Horse Registration (LHR) - $95. Note: 

VADA membership fees will not increase for 2010, 

therefore SWVADA membership fees will not in-

crease. 

ITôS THAT TIME AGAIN!! 

 
Once again weôre asking the VADA membership to take a few moments and 

think about those VADA members who have gone out of their way to help their 

fellow competitors, their clubs, and the sport of Dressage in general.  If you 

know someone who embodies the spirit of good sportsmanship, please take the 

time to nominate that person for the  

2010 Shel Gafford Award for Excellence in Sportsmanship. 

By showcasing and rewarding good sportsmanship, we hope to encourage that 

quality in all our members, and in turn make the Dressage experience more 

enjoyable for everyone. 

 

The information about the award is on pages 24 & 25 in the 2010 VADA 

ñPurple Bookò.  Nominations should be 200 words long (give or take a couple), 

and must be submitted no later than October 15, 2010.   The slate of nomina-

tions will appear in each of the VADA chapter newsletters in November.  Each 

chapter must decide how they will collect their chapterôs votes, and then sub-

mit their chapterôs total votes for each nominee by December 15, 2010.   Send 

nominations by email or snail mail (email is better) to:  Lwest101@aol.com  or 

Louise West, 

29400 Secretariat Road, Ruther Glen, VA 22546-4128 

 

Letôs make it clear that VADA values good sportsmanship! 

mailto:Lwest101@aol.com
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Horse/ Dressage Organizations . 

 www.swvada.org 

www.virginiadressage.org 

www.usdf.org 

www.usef.org 

www.ponyclub.org 

www.blueridgeeventingassociation.org 

www.virginiahorsecouncil.org 

Sites for Fun and Learning 

www.virginiahorse.com 

www.dressageunlimited.com 

www.dressagedaily.com 

www.dressageresource.com 

www.dressageblog.com 

www.sustainabledressage.com 

www.dressagecritique.com 

 links  

 Educational Opportunitiesé   

 

SWVADA Adult Camp will be held Oct. 8-10 at Stone Bridge Farm in  Natural Bridge.   

Clinicians are Liz Steacie and Judy Westenhoefer. All inclusive tuition is only $650.  Contact 

Marie for more information.  

 
   For a complete listing of educational dressage videos and DVDôs see our website at  www.swvada.org   

Contact the video librarian, Katherine Gramam to arrange checkout at KCGraman@aol.com    And please 

remember to send your Southern States feed proof of purchase labels to Cindy Sours. These labels are 

SWVADAôs source of funding for the video library.  

 

  For more Educational Opportunities log on to www.swvada.org  and click on the calendar 

                                           

                                 2010  Final Schooling  Show   
 

       October 2 Show at GHPEC,  Manager: Blanche Mahoney, Secretary: Heather Weaver 
             

Noteworthy    

 

Congratulations to the following SWVADA members who showed at Dressage at Lexington:  Lori Yea-
man and Zoroõs Quest for winning the Training Level SHAC and Andalusion High Score, Meredith 
McGrath for placing 6th in the third level SHAC and to the òWags ôn Nagsó Team of Emily Grabarek, 
Lori Yeaman, Meridith McGrath and Gail Stanley for their 4th place finish in the team competition.  

 

    Dressage people are fond of the quote about our discipline being the foundation of all other kinds 
of training, and in one respect that is quite true.  At the same time, I am highly suspicious of 
horses that can only go in a frame. Before you ride him on the bit all the time, your horse ought to 
be broke enough and balanced enough to simply go around like a civilized creature. And even an 
upper level horse should still be able to hack long and free like a pleasure horse without running off 
or falling on his face.                                                                   
                                                                                   from òDressage Unscrambledó by Bill Woods 

http://www.swvada.org
http://www.virginiadressage.org
http://www.usdf.org
http://www.usef.org
http://www.ponyclub.org
http://www.blueridgeeventingassociation.org
http://www.virginiahorsecouncil.org
http://www.virginiahorse.com
http://www.virginiahorse.com
http://www.dressageunlimited.com
http://www.dressagedaily.com
http://www.dressageresource.com
http://www.dressageblog.com
http://www.sustainabledressage.com
http://www.dressagecritique.com
mailto:cobbsmtnfarm@verizon.net
mailto:cobbsmtnfarm@verizon.net
C:/Users/owner/Documents/swvadanewletter.pub
mailto:kcgraman@aol.com
http://www.swvada.org/
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           SWVADA Awards Standings  
                           (as of July 16, 2010)  

 
The following is a list of year end awards placings so far this year.  These scores are based on 
competitors top 3 scores to date.  Five scores are needed to qualify for year end awards.   In 

order to qualify for the championship at least one score must be from the highest test at each 

level.  Four hours of volunteer service to SWVADA are  required to be considered for an 

award.  

 

If you have questions about your placings or scores, please email Robin Jones, the Points 
Chairperson at  thejonesgroup@rbnet.com    

 

Training Level  

 

1 Oberlender Linda   Black Tie   74.4  
2 Cowan Heather   Manta   70.714  

3 McCutchen Peggy   Big Boy   70.357  

4 Narehood Elizabeth  Copelia   68  

5 Munsey Kathy   Spencer   66.8  

6 Whitmore Terry   The Scotsman  64  

7 Jones Megan   Bertone VT   62.333  
8 Palmer Nannett   No Foolin Dude  62  

9 Bunyan Laura   Sempateg   61.204  

10  Newberne Holly   All Tuckered Out  60.435  

11  Lokant Lucy   BB Gisele   60.434  

 
First Level  

 

1 Tweedie Sarah   Pirate Jenny  71.944  

2 Weaver Heather   Rodney   66.389  

 

    

        Navigates  

               

    ñLiving Lettersò 

 

            at the 

 

      August 14th  

 

    Fix-a-Test Clinic 

 

             at  

 

         GHEPC 

 

Marcia Springston Dillon 

mailto:thejonesgroup@rbnet.com
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A few important reminders to members of GREEN 

HILL PARK  

 

       Gates must be locked behind you to discourage 

   trespassers. 

 

        Dogs must be on a leash at all times. 

 

        Guest(s) must have applied for one day pass to  

   ride with members.  Furthermore, if a non-member       

   is found riding with out proper validation, the      

   member he came with risks having his membership 

   revoked. Ouch! 

     

        If you rent a stall at Green Hill and do not clean  

 

   it before you leave you will be denied the use of    

   stalls in the future.  And if you do clean it, please  

    be sure to lock it afterward so that you are not  

    penalized for someone elseôs slovenly ways.   

    And remember, no bedding please.   

                                                  

       If you see people who you know are trespassing 

   through the park (or worse yet, riding on the soc- 

   cer fields) please call the non-emergency number      

   for the Roanoke County police which 540-562-      

   3265. The Committee discourages any confronta-    

   tion between park members and trespassers,  but  

   does encourage the wholesome hobby of 

   photography! 
    

    

 

  SWVADA 2010 Adult Camp  

 
          October 8 -10  at Stone Bridge Farm  
                           Natural Bridge  
 
     Clinicians:  Liz Steacie & Judy Westenhoefer  
 
   Tuition:  $650 includes private lessons, lectures,          
                   motel,  all meals, and stall.  
  

              SPACE IS STILL AVAILABLE   
                                     
                  contact Marie at 540 -314-9114 or     
           cobbsmtnfarm@verizon.net   to register  

        

       Act today  - only a few openings left!!  

 Carved in Stone at the VHC 

Join the growing list of individuals and businesses 

whose names and messages are displayed perma-

nently on custom laser-engraved 4ò x 8ò red brick 

pavers at the Virginia Horse Center in Lexington. 

Each year, thousands of visitors and exhibitors pass 

these pavers, which are located at the Howard P. 

Anderson Coliseum main entry and the Virginia 

Horse Centerôs Welcome Center/Stable Office. 

Your name, or that of your company, inscribed with 

up to three lines of text and installed in the Coliseum 

or Welcome Center walkway is an excellent way to 

promote a business, commemorate a special occa-

sion, and honor or remember a loved one. 

Your custom brick may be installed at the Coliseum 

or Welcome Center for a $100 tax-deductible contri-

bution to the Virginia Horse Center Foundation. For 

an additional $20, you may receive a 1.5ò x 3ò mini 

replica of your brick, which is a perfect remem-

brance and gift. 

Order your personalized bricks today by download-

ing the brick order form , filling in the information 

and returning it with your payment to: 

Brick Campaign 

Virginia Horse Center Foundation 

487 Maury River Road 

Lexington, VA 24450-3374 

If you have questions, you may call 540-464-2951 or 

email emmaccorkle@horsecenter.org 

   Your horse          

   could be here 

mailto:cobbsmtnfarm@verizon.net
http://horsecenter.org/pdfs/Brick%20Campaign%20Brochure%20Web%20013008.pdf
mailto:emmaccorkle@horsecenter.org
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    SWVADAðs July Schooling Show 

 


