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  SWVADA Newsé  

   
Members Shine at BLMôs   

Many members competed and ex-

celled at the recent BLM  Champion-

ships at the Virginia Horse Center in 

Lexington. Highlights include the 

following: 

 
Championship Wins:  

CBLM Champion Frth Lvl Sr. A Div. A: 

Gail Stanley and Obligato 

CBLM Champion Thrd Lvl Mscl Frstyle: 

Katherine Abrams and FDR 
CBLM Reserve Champion JR/YR: 

Katherine Abrams and FDR 

 

 Class Winners:  

FEI INT1-GP TOC:  

Sue Cooper and Kinaeda 

Fourth Level:  

Katherine Abrams and FDR 

First Level:  

Sue Egolf and Justin; Ann Wallace 

Martin and American Elegance 

Training Level: 

 Lynn Jendrowski and Rubio 

  (The above horses and riders also won 

multiple ribbons in various classes. ) 

 

Also Placing in Classes:  

Prix St. George: 

 Laura Nelson and Kalif 
First Level:  

Heather Weaver and Rodney 

Training Level: 

 Emily Grabarek and Skippa Sheeka 

 

Complete results can be obtained at  

2010 VADA Fall & 28th Annual CBLM 

Finals    

 

Editors Note: My apologies to the 

many deserving riders and generous 

volunteers that were not cited for 

their achievements. Kudos are in or-

der for all our members who helped 

to make this show a big success and 

made our chapter shine.     

 

Adult Camp Sixteen Campers, sev-

enteen horses, two revered dressage 

clinicians, an accomplished saddle 

fitter, a world renowned massage 

therapist and two natural horseman-

ship practitioners came together over 

the weekend of October 8th for  

SWVADAôs fourteenth Adult Dres-

sage Camp. It is hard to accurately 

describe what makes these camps so 

different form an ordinary dressage 

clinic, but the following comments 

from Becky Paquet, one of this years 

participants, comes close: ñ I had high 

hopes when I left Mathews, and camp 

exceeded my expectations. I was sure 

the clinicians would be great and the 

venue wonderful. But, I was com-

pletely unprepared for how supportive 

and fun everybody was. Who could 

know that a group of such different 

people could offer such a great team 

for each other? We all have dressage 

in common, but our horses are differ-

ent, we come from different back-

grounds, and we have different goals. 

No matter. We all could understand 

the challenges and celebrate when 

somebody -- no matter who -- over-

came a hurdle. Whether, the chal-

lenge was a fear of cantering or get-

ting that perfect pirouette, there were 

always cheers and congratulations for 

riders and clinicians.ò  To read more 

about camp from an auditors perspec-

tive see page 7.  For a photo collage 

depicting camp scenes see page 8.  A 

big ñthank youò to everyone who 

helped make this event a reality. 

 

October Schooling Show  

Approximately 6O rides resulted in a 

profitable schooling show that was 

well received by the participants in-

cluding some Junior riders and a sight 

challenged rider who navigated her  

 

           (continued on page 4) 
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Cloudless blue skies and a chilly morning that 

warmed to a perfect autumn afternoon greeted com-

petitors at the SWVADA Dressage Schooling Show 

on October 2 at Green Hill Park in Salem.  Complet-

ing the 2010 season with their always-popular Hal-

loween show, organizers had a full slate of entries 

that kept Judge Helen George [r] of Crosier busy the 

entire day. 

 

Show Manager Blanche Mahoney set up the ring on 

Friday morning along with Susan Dallas and Ann 

Martin.  These industrious ladies were also responsi-

ble for the many colorful pumpkins, witches, and 

ghosts which decorated the grounds.  Heather 

Weaver served as scheduling secretary, but when a 

colicky horse kept her at home the day of the show, 

Maeve Crowgey stepped in to handle some of the on 

site duties. 

 

Scorer Mandy Wells tallied test results while Gary 

Goodale and Nan Palmer alternated as announcer.  

Assisting the judge were scribes Laura Nelson and 

Mary Kafura, and Megan Jones and Terry Whitmore 

served as runner and ring steward, respectively.  At 

the end of the day, Laura Nelson and Ann Martin 

helped break down the arena. 

 

Among the competitors were many familiar faces, 

though some came with new equine partners.  Har-

riet Peterson, a successful dressage trainer from 

Lynchburg, rode Kiko, a diminutive Irish Draft mare 

who was purchased as a driving pony by Boo West.  

Already   accomplished in that discipline, the 8-year-

old mare is new to showing under saddle, which 

should help improve her dressage as she moves up to 

Intermediate Level in Combined Driving.  She has a 

flair for it and won both her First Level classes with 

scores in the upper 60ôs.  Another dressage new-

comer was Amistad RL, a 4-year-old Azteca gelding 

ridden by Huxley Greer and owned by Mickey 

Copeland.  This youngster was competing in his first 

horse show ever, and though he had a major panic 

attack just prior to his test and required much coax-

ing to get him into the arena, once there he settled 

down to business and won his Intro A class with a 

respectable 60%. 

 

Several riders were attending their first dressage 

show as well.  Julia Moran on Charlie Brown, Lau-

ren Bryant on Hollywood Getaway, and Alonee 

Crutchfield  on Just Another Alibi competed in 

matching polo shirts in the Equitation class.  Their 4-

H leader Tamla Nichols had encouraged them to  

 

come, and show personnel commented on their en-

thusiasm as they were overheard saying they had ñso 

much funò and were looking forward to more 

SWVADA shows next year. 

 

Perhaps the most compelling rides of the day were 

those of Marcia Sprinston-Dillon from Forest Hill, 

West Virginia.  Marcia is returning to dressage com-

petition after a long hiatus and this was her first 

show on her 8-year-old mare Epona.  That Marcia 

has resumed competitive riding at the age of 60 after 

a series of set backs, personal losses, and disappoint-

ments is noteworthy; but even more remarkable is 

the fact that Marcia is a former Para Olympic com-

petitor who is completely blind.  Sight impaired 

from an inherited eye disorder since birth, Marcia 

begged for riding lessons at age 7, and has pursued 

the sport with grit and determination ever since. 

 

Marcia rode her tests using ñLiving Lettersò to help 

orient herself in the ring.  Eight volunteers stood 

strategically placed at markers outside the arena, 

plus one inside near ñXò and called out their respec-

tive letters as Marcia used the sound of their voices 

to navigate through her test.  Getting the timing right 

was tricky.  Since it is important for Marcia to know 

when she approaches, is close to, and passes each 

letter, callers need to avoid drowning each other out.  

Spectators watched in awe as she rode circles as 

round and transitions as accurate as any of the 

sighted riders.  Marcia placed 3rd in her Training 

Level Test 1 and 5th in Test 3. 

 

Afterwards, Marcia looked and sounded like any 

other dressage competitor.  As she untacked her 

mare unassisted, she spoke of getting tense in her  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

    SWVADA Halloween Show a Treat for All     by Ellen Aiken                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Marcia Springston-Dillon warms up her mare                        
Epona prior to her class 
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second, less familiar test, and not riding the mare 

through enough.  When asked to comment on her 

success despite obstacles facing a blind rider, she 

gave credit to her horse, a Belgian/TB/Saddlebred 

cross with just the right temperament, and to her 

trainer Louise Trimble, an L judge from Alderson, 

WV.  Many instructors had declined to work with 

her, but Louise likes the challenge and was also will-

ing to come to Marciaôs place since travel and riding 

in an unfamiliar arena are difficult.  Marcia also 

praised her husband Wayne who drives the rig, helps 

recruit her volunteers, and offers much support.  But 

the major reason for her achievement is simply hard 

work and persistence.  ñI have more tenacity than 

talentò she commented, and emphasized that her par-

ents instilled in her a desire to keep trying new 

things and never give up.  Marcia learned that lesson 

well; she is a college graduate and has held jobs 

ranging from rehab counselor to museum tour guide.  

She also attended graduate school in the arts and 

now has her own studio where she creates functional 

works in ceramics and pottery for sale. 

 

Currently busy at her gallery preparing for the holi-

day season, Marcia still intends to ride and set goals 

over the winter so she can attend shows and clinics 

next year.  She hopes to become more involved with 

SWVADA, which, by her presence and example, 

should excite and inspire the rest of us to think about 

and reach for our own goals.  We look forward to 

seeing more of Marcia in the future! 

Marcia was pleased with her score of  
63.478% and 3rd Place in Training 
 Level Test 1 

 

More Images from the October 2nd Schooling Show 

Special thanks to Hollie Pugh and ManelyontheFlat for use of these images.  To see more from this 

show or inquire about purchasing photographs visit www.manelyontheflat.com  

http://www.manelyontheflat.com
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 Educational Opportunitiesé   

 

New DVDôs showcasing the all the action at the WEGôs  are now available for loan! 

   
 For a complete listing of educational dressage videos and DVDôs see our website at  www.swvada.org   

Contact the video librarian, Katherine Gramam to arrange checkout at KCGraman@aol.com    And please 

remember to send your Southern States feed proof of purchase labels to Cindy Sours. These labels are 

SWVADAôs source of funding for the video library.  

 

  For more Educational Opportunities log on to www.swvada.org  and click on the calendar 

Noteworthy    

 

Congratulations to both Laura Nelson and Sue Halterman for earning their USDF Bronze Medals. 

 

Thank you  to Wendy Gregg for donating her sizable  stash of Southern States labels to SWVADA. 

 

Condolences to members Louise St. Armour and Pati Piercucci on the passing of Khir , a Dutch Warm-

blood gelding, who spent his early years with Pati and his ñgolden yearsò with Louise in Michigan.  

 

Evelyn Susol hosted a retirement ceremony for Flippe at the recent BLMôs. 

   (continued from page 1) 

 

test by the use of  ñliving lettersò. Thanks to Show 

manager, Blanche Mahoney; Secretary, Heather 

Weaver; and all the other volunteers who helped to 

make this event  a success.  For  more about this 

show and the riders and horses who made it so re-

warding to watch see the article contributed by Ellen 

Aiken and the photos donated by Hollie Pugh of 

Manelyontheflat on pages 2ï 3.   

 

2011 Officers  

The new slate of officers for 2011 were nominated 

and voted (sans competition) into office at the Sep-

tember Board meeting.  And the winners wereé you 

guessed it...the same tireless individuals will serve 

the same positions in 2011 that they did in 2010.  

 

SWVADA Needs You!  One seat on the Board and 

two key positions are now open.  The Points Chair-

person is responsible for maintaining and collecting 

a record of memberôs show results for the purpose of 

determining the awards at the Annual Banquet. The 

Newsletter Editor is responsible for disseminating 

news and pertinent information to the general mem-

bership. The e:News Salute is currently published bi-

monthly. Contact Gary if you can help out.   

 

Missed the WEGôs ? No worries!  Catch up on the 

action with these new titles in our Media Library: 

#95-WEG 2010, Grand Prix Special;  #96-WEG2 

2010, Team Grand Prix Day 1;  #97-WEG 2010, 

Team Grand Prix, Day 2;  and coming soon, #98-

WEG 2010, Freestyle.Contact Katherine to arrange 

check ïout. 

 

Memberships Due Now  Annual membership fees 

are due by November 30 as our calendar year runs 

December 1 to November 30. A 2011 membership 

application is included on page 13 for your conven-

ience.   

 

Annual Banquet  

SWVADA Social and Award Banquet will be held at 

the Roanoke Sheraton on  Sunday, February 20. 

A silent auction will be held to benefit Green Hill 

Park Equestrian Center. Attendees are asked to bring 

an item to donate to the auction.  Past recipients of 

the now retired perpetual trophies will also have the 

chance to ñwinò back their trophy which will  be 

auctioned off to the highest bidder.   

 

    

   Competition is the spice of sports; but if you make spice the whole meal you'll be sick.   
                                                                                                   George Leonard  

C:/Users/owner/Documents/swvadanewletter.pub
mailto:kcgraman@aol.com
http://www.swvada.org/
mailto:camlachfarm@aol.com
mailto:kcgraman@aol.com
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The Green Hill Park Equestrian Center is a public 

facility owned by Roanoke County and operated by  

a private Board of Directors, otherwise known as the 

GHEPC Committee, exclusively for the equine en-

thusiast. (Like SWVADA, the Committee is com-

prised of unpaid volunteers.) The facility is open 

year round  with 3 show rings and a cross country 

course offering opportunities for all disciplines.  

Most of you are familiar with the Park as this has 

been the venue for SWVADAôs schooling shows for 

several years.  Many of you may even be individual 

members. What many of  you may not know is how 

the park if faring these days. 

As a former Committee member, I can look back to 

the (not so distant) ñgood old daysò when the tough-

est decision the Committee had to face was which 

capital improvement they wanted to pursue in a 

given year.  Times have changed.  

Financial woes have been the biggest challenge this 

year for the GHPEC Committee members. Due  in 

large part to the poor economy, the Committee has 

been  struggling to generate enough income to keep 

up with the high cost of maintaining the Park. The 

facility is managed by both Roanoke County and the 

GHPEC Committee.  Arena maintenance, ie 

ñdraggingò, is the only expense that the  Committee 

has any real authority to consider reducing.  Reduc-

ing this expense, however, would result in subpar 

footing conditions negatively affecting the Parkôs 

main supporters such as SWVADA and BREA.   

Another hurdle facing the Committee  has been find-

ing ways to finance the astronomical cost of  adding 

sorely needed footing for Ring 3.   

   

This past year the Committee has hosted some addi-

tional fun shows to benefit the Park including the 

recent Halloween Show on October 24.   Proceeds 

from these events have helped keep the Park open to 

us all. But these events are not enough to keep the 

Park in the condition that ñparticularò riders, such as 

the dressage, eventing and hunter /jumper commu-

nity demand.  If you value the opportunity to ride 

and compete at this extraordinary local venue please 

consider an additional donation when you renew you 

annual membership. If you are not a member, JOIN  

  

NOW!   The Park needs  your support today. With a 

Green Hill Park Equestrian Center membership, you 

can ride at the facility 365 days a year! Whether 

schooling, training, or just recreation riding, you'll 

have access to the following amenities: 3 arenas, 30+ 

acre cross-country course, round pen, day-use sta-

bling and access to water. 

For your convenience, I have provided a GHPEC 

membership form on pages 14 ï15 of this publica-

tion. Please help support this important local re-

source. 

Please note; anyone new joining  November 1st will 

get the two months of November and December, 

2010  included in the membership fee for 2011. 

A few important reminders to members:  

 

  Gates must be locked behind you to discourage 

   trespassers. 

 

  Dogs must be on a leash at all times. 

 

   Guest(s) must have applied for one day pass to  

   ride with members.  Furthermore, if a non-member       

   is found riding with out proper validation, the      

   member he came with risks having his membership 

   revoked. Ouch! 

     

    If you rent a stall at Green Hill and do not clean 

   it before you leave you will be denied the use of    

   stalls in the future.  And if you do clean it, please  

   be sure to lock it afterward so that you are not  

   penalized for someone elseôs slovenly ways.   

   And remember, no bedding please.   

                                                  

   If you see people who you know are trespassing 

   through the park (or worse yet, riding on the soc- 

   cer fields) please call the non-emergency number      

   for the Roanoke County police which 540-562-      

   3265. The Committee discourages any confronta-    

   tion between park members and trespassers,  but  

   does encourage the wholesome hobby of 

   photography! 
    

Green Hill Park Equestrian Center: Our Local Treasure   

                                                                                                                          Editorial by Marie Klimchuk  
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           SWVADA Awards Standings  
                           as of September 15, 2010  
 
*Means you have not completed 4 Volunteer Hours that are required to win this award. You must also be a mem-
ber in good standing. The following standings do not include the scores or volunteer hours from the October Show. 
If you feel these scores are in error or if you have completed Volunteer Hours and I do not have verification of it, 
please contact me Robin Jones at thejonesgroup@rbnet.com  

  
Training Level  
 
1. Oberlender, Linda & Black Tie 69.2  
2. Narehood, Elizabeth & Copelia 68  
3. Cowan, Heather &Manta 66.8  
4. Munsey, Kathy & Spencer 66*  
5. Whitmore, Terry & The Scottsman 64*  
6. Palmer, Nannette & No Fool N Dude 61.2  
 
First Level  
 
1. Weaver, Heather & Rodney 67.667* (needs Test 4)  

 

       
                    
 

 
 

 
 
 
     

                            Sunday, 20 February 2011     
                                            (Snow Date: Sunday, 27 February 2011)   

  

 

                                        Sheraton, Roanoke Hotel (same venue as last year)  

                                          2801 Hershberger Road NW, Roanoke, VA 24017  

 

                                   SOCIAL/11:00AM  /   BUFFET LUNCHEON 11:45 AM   

  

                        COST: $25 per person  (Reservations must be received by February 8th) 
 

 

                  AWARDS PRESENTATION/ SILENT AUCTION BENEFIT FOR GHPEC  

                                      (Please bring an item for the Silent Auction.)  

 

            Make check to SWVADA                        Please check website www.swvada.org  

           Send to: Katherine Graman                     in case of inclement weather  

           340 Houston Mines Rd.  

           Troutville, VA 24175  

     ATTENTION LICENSED  

      SHOW COMPETITORS :  
    Please send your show scores to  

    Robin Jones, Points Chairperson, 

  at  thejonesgroup@rbnet.com ASAP.  

    Please remember that Opportunity 

           Classes do not count toward    

                SWVADA awards.  

 SWVADA SOCIAL & AWARDS BANQUET  

                                      Have you ever been the recipient of a SWVADA Perpetual Trophy?  
              If you would like the to opportunity to òwinó back your trophy, make plans to attend the Annual Banquet  
                                     where the retired trophies will be auctioned off to the highest bidder. 

mailto:thejonesgroup@rbnet.com
http://www.swvada.org
mailto:thejonesgroup@rbnet.com
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 Horse/ Dressage Organizations .    

www.swvada.org 

www.virginiadressage.org 

www.usdf.org 

www.usef.org 

www.ponyclub.org 

www.blueridgeeventingassociation.org 

www.virginiahorsecouncil.org 

Sites for Fun and Learning      

www.dressageunlimited.com 

www.dressagedaily.com 

www.dressageresource.com 

www.dressageblog.com 

www.sustainabledressage.com 

www.dressagecritique.com 

Www.bedfordequine.org 

 links  

 

   Your horse          

   could be here 

It was a beautiful day for a country drive.  And even 

more enjoyable once we settled in for a few hours of 

quality education.  Picture this:  the back drop of the 

Blue Ridge Mountains with the warm sun on your 

neck; black board fencing everywhere you looked; 

well muscled horses grazing in the pastures; and 

nicely turned out dressage teams of horse and rider, 

eagerly responding to the instructor's directives.  It 

made me green with envy for I did not bring my 

horse.  Instead I was an auditor, again. 

 

The life of an auditor comes in many forms.  Young 

or older, we could be new to the sport.  We could be 

a friend or a groom.  We could be retired from riding 

but still passionate for knowledge.  Or maybe our 

horse has been retired and we patiently wait for the 

next partner to finish his growth spurt.  Listening and 

watching the educational process unfold in front of 

our eyes has it's many rewards.  And when it is free 

for the auditor, it's an incredible gift. 

 

With this, I thank SWVADA and it's crew for host-

ing the recent Dressage Camp.  It afforded the region 

an extended weekend of quality education, open to 

all levels be it green horse, novice rider, seasoned 

competitor or the rarefied FEI team.  The combined 

efforts of this year's trainers, Judy Westenhoefer and 

Liz Steacie, offered a variety of energy; patience; 

clear and timely solutions.  Equally impressive was 

that each of the trainers engaged their riders to 

think.  For me as an auditor, it allowed the opportu-

nity to watch, listen and wait for the results, while 

confirming or realigning my base of knowledge.  I 

left there eager to ride!!!  And to me--that is a sign of 

education hitting its mark:  the student, whether on 

foot or in the saddle, he or she is eager to test the 

training. 

 

It was good to see so many SWVADA members 

benefiting from this weekends camp, especially re-

warding to see our friends from the Board training 

their beautiful mounts.  Even a few Doctors took the 

4 days off to brush up on the levels.  But when you 

see the mothers of our junior members, participating 

on horseback, you know then that the camp has 

reached the very backbone of our sport--the par-

ents!!! 

 

Being able to attend only a few hours will not give 

the camp justice it deserves.  Marie Klimchuk, the 

event planner, did a super job offering an array of 

activities, lectures and a schedule that flowed seam-

lessly, keeping all participants engaged.   If I were a 

betting person, this year's participants will be the 

first to sign up for next year's camp. 

 

Thank you SWVADA and the USDF, for continuing 

to embrace this wonderful idea....dressage camp! 

      

              

                           SWVADA Adult Camp Hits its Mark!  

                                                                                                       by Mary McFee  

 for more camp photos see next page  

http://www.swvada.org
http://www.virginiadressage.org
http://www.usdf.org
http://www.usef.org
http://www.ponyclub.org
http://www.blueridgeeventingassociation.org
http://www.virginiahorsecouncil.org
http://www.virginiahorse.com
http://www.dressageunlimited.com
http://www.dressagedaily.com
http://www.dressageresource.com
http://www.dressageblog.com
http://www.sustainabledressage.com
http://www.dressagecritique.com
http://www.bedfordequine.org
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     SWVADAðs Adult Camp 2010 


