SWVADA   MINUTES

                                                        21 February  2010
Next Meeting:  7:00 p.m.    Monday,   March 15, 2010

At Hollywood’s Restaurant

(Come early for dinner!)

The regular monthly meeting of SWVADA was held on Sunday, February 21, 2010 at the Sheraton Hotel, Roanoke, immediately following the Awards Banquet. (The meeting was rescheduled from February, 15th due to inclement weather.)     President Gary Goodale called the meeting to order.   Board Members present:   Gary Goodale, , Katherine Graman, Sue Halterman, Marie Klimchuk , Blanche Mahoney, Mary McFee,  Beckie Mitchell, Laura Nelson,  Tracey Smith-Oliver, Nan Palmer, Annette Massey Shaw, Cindy Sours.  Members Absent:  Janet Brown, Emily Grabarek,  Pat Nelson.
President’s Report:  Gary Goodale

Welcome and Introductions.
Gary reported that Jan Keener has agreed to cater all the lunches at our schooling shows this year. 
Vice-President’s Report:  Laura Nelson 

Laura announced that all judges have been hired and contracts have been mailed out.

Secretary’s Report:

VOTED to accept the January minutes as posted.
Treasurers Report:  Blanche Mahoney

Checking account: $10,011.93    Savings account: .07    CD: $3,492.18     Total Assets: $13,504.18
Blanche explained that due to banking/government regulations that the funds in our saving account were almost lost due to inactivity on the account.  Blanche intervened and transferred the balance ($1077.55) to our checking account.  

STANDING COMMITTEES
Educational Sunday: Laura Nelson

Laura reported that the flyers are done and asked that members email her so that they can print out their own copies to distribute in their local areas.  She also reported that the “bios” on this year’s clinicians will be included in the program and sent to the newsletter editor.
Blanche volunteered to get VISA gift cards as a “thank you” gift for the clinicians.  She also volunteered to bring her laptop so that participants can enjoy dressage DVDs.  

Katherine will select a few DVDs from our library to bring. 

Laura reminded everyone to bring any tack they want to sell to the sale.  


Clinics: Blanche Mahoney, Sue Halterman
No new business to report.
Publications:  Beckie  Mitchell
Beckie reported that the Omnibus is ready to be sent to the printer and should be ready to send out next week.
Webmaster:  Emily Grabarek
Gary  reported for Emily that the website is up, but that much information, including past Minutes and Archives  were lost during the transfer from the previous webmaster. 
It was suggested that SWVADA purchase a flash drive to store the organizations’ important documents such as the Minutes.

Horse Shows Committee:  Gary Goodale, Sue Halterman, Blanche Mahoney, Mary McFee, Beckie Mitchell, Pat Nelson

No new business to report.
AT-LARGE POSITIONS
Awards:  Janet Brown

It was noted that Medals need to be ordered.
GHPEC Liaison:  Bob Whitehurst 
No new business to report
Hospitality:  Katherine Graman
The Board thanked Katherine for organizing a lovely Banquet and Awards Luncheon.
JR/YR: Emily Grabarek, Mary McFee

Mary reported that she and Emily are planning an event at Greenhill Park for our JR/YR riders.

It was suggested that it be organized as a “Social” or “Pot Luck” gathering rather than a trail ride for insurance purposes.
Laura reported that there will be a JR/YR quadrille demonstration performed at Educational Sunday.

Membership: Pat Nelson
No new business to report.
Points: Robin Jones

No new business to report.

 Public Relations: Mary McFee

Mary agreed to contact the media to help promote attendance at Educational Sunday.
Media Library: Katherine Graman

Katherine has ordered a set of new DVD’s for our library. It is called “Program your Position” by Jane Savoie.
Southern States Labels: Cindy Sours

No new business to report.
VADA Representatives:  Janet Brown and Tracey Smith-Oliver
Tracey reported that the next VADA meeting is scheduled for March 7, after the Awards Banquet. 
NEW BUSINESS
 Camp 2010

Marie has applied for a grant from the Dressage Foundation to help fund camp.

Laura reported that Liz Steacie is interested in serving as a clinician, and is trying to work out the dates.
Managers / Secretary Volunteers 
Tammy Nichols volunteered to Secretary the April schooling show. 
OLD BUSINESS
Taxes 

 VOTED to hire Steve Walls and Associates to prepare our taxes this year.  The cost will increase this year, but, is at a reduced rate for SWVADA.  Under their advisement, SWVADA will acquire 3 new policies to satisfy requirements for the new tax form.
Insurance

Blanche reported that insurance regulations have changed and will affect the way we hire clinicians.  Basically, clinicians now need to provide their own certificate of insurance in order to able to teach at SWVADA events.  Previously, they were covered under SWVADA’s insurance.  This change may make it financially unfeasible for those instructors who do not already have a personal liability policy to teach at SWVADA events.  Blanche will continue to investigate our options.  
Tracey will contact the USEF for advice, from the standpoint of both a clinician and as a GMO.
Annette volunteered to contact some other insurance companies and the BREA to find out how they are handling this issue. 

After a long discussion it was decided to wait until we had more information before making any changes or adjustments to our clinic schedule. 

The next Board Meeting is scheduled for Monday, March 15, 2010.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully Submitted, Marie Klimchuk, Secretary

